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Ofsted and e-Safety 

June 2012 the school inspection handbook now features 

e-Safety as an important part of an inspection. 

When making a judgement about a school, e-Safety and 
cyberbullying is highlighted in the Ofsted inspection in two of the 
four key judgements: 

•the behaviour and safety of pupils at the school &

•the quality of leadership and management
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The key findings of the report
In the five schools where provision for e-safety was outstanding, all the staff, including members of the 
wider workforce, shared responsibility for it. Assemblies, tutorial time, personal, social, health and 

education lessons, and an age-appropriate curriculum for e-safety all helped pupils to become safe and 
responsible users of new technologies. 

Pupils in the schools that had ‘managed’ systems had better knowledge and 
understanding of how to stay safe than those in schools with ‘locked down’ systems. Pupils were more vulnerable overall 
when schools used locked down systems because they were not given enough opportunities to learn how to assess and manage 
risk for themselves.

In the outstanding schools, senior leaders, governors, staff and families worked together to develop a clear strategy for e-safety. 

Policies were reviewed regularly in the light of technological developments. However, systematic review and 
evaluation were rare in the other schools visited.

The outstanding schools recognised that, although they had excellent relationships with families, they needed to keep developing 

these to continue to support e-safety at home. 

Few of the schools visited made good use of the views of pupils and their parents 
to develop their e-safety provision.

In some schools there were weaknesses in e-safety where pupils were receiving some of their education away from the school 
site.

The weakest aspect of provision in the schools visited was the extent and quality 
of their training for staff. It did not involve all the staff and was not provided systematically. Even the schools that 
organised training for all their staff did not always monitor its impact systematically
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•Indicators of inadequate practice
•!Personal data is often unsecured and/or leaves school site without 

encryption.

•!Security of passwords is ineffective, for example passwords are shared or 

common with all but the youngest children.

•!Policies are generic and not updated.

•!There is no progressive, planned e-safety education across the curriculum, 

for example there is only an assembly held annually.

•!There is no internet filtering or monitoring.

•!There is no evidence of staff training.

•!Children are not aware of how to report a problem.
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Whole school consistent approach

Robust and integrated reporting routines

Staff

Policies

Education

Infrastructure

Monitoring and Evaluation
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Sample questions for school leadership!

•How do you ensure that all staff receive 
appropriate online safety training that is 
relevant and regularly up to date?

SLA courses for staff & leadership teams
CPD records

In house training using NorTLE resources
1/2 termly updates shared at staff meetings

•What mechanisms does the school have in 
place to support pupils and staff facing 
online safety issues?

Designated person for e-safety
NSCB flowchart with contacts

SLA consultancy in case of incident
•How does the school educate and support 

parents and whole school community with 
online safety?

Cybersentinnel
School events / newsletters?

Pupil input to this?
•Does the school have e-safety policies and 

acceptable use policies in place? SLA resources / guidance

•!How does the school know that they are 
clear and understood and respected by all? e-safety audit?

•Describe how your school educates children 
and young people to build knowledge, skills 
and capability when it comes to online 
safety? How do you assess its 
effectiveness?

Online materials available in NorTLE

Sample questions for 
school leadership!
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Dealing with 
an incident
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Dealing with 
an incident
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Statutory Regulations for school websites
Specified information to be published on a school’s website

1.  The name, postal address and telephone number of the school, and the 
name of a person to whom enquiries should be addressed.

2.  Either -the determined admission arrangements for the school  or 
information as to where in the local authority’s composite prospectus 
published on their website.

3.  Information as to where and by what means parents may access the 
most recent Ofsted report 

4.  The school’s most recent key stage 2 results (a)“% achieving Level 4 or 
above in English and Maths”;

(b)“% making expected progress”;

(c)in relation to English, “% achieving Level 5 or above”; and (d in relation to 
Maths, “% achieving Level 5 or above”.

6.  Information as to where and by what means parents may access the 
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7.  The following information about the school curriculum—

(a)in relation to each academic year, the content of the curriculum followed 
by the school for each subject and details as to how additional information 
relating to the curriculum may be obtained;

(b)in relation to key stage 1, the names of any phonics or reading schemes 
in operation; and

8.  Tbehaviour policy)(4).

9.  The amount of the school’s allocation from the Pupil Premium grant(5) in 
respect of the current academic year; details of how it is intended that the 
allocation will be spent; details of how the previous academic year’s 
allocation was spent, and the effect of this expenditure on the educational 
attainment of those pupils at the school in respect of whom grant funding 
was allocated.

10.  The report prepared by the school under section 317(5)(a) of EA 1996 
(duties of governing bodies in relation to special educational needs(6)).

11.  The school’s charging and remissions policy determined by them under 
section 457 of EA 1996(7).

12.  A statement of the school’s ethos and values.” 
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk
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Google 
Apps
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Investigating iPads 
Half term loans to try out iPads in your classroom 

From Autumn Term 2 we will be loaning sets of 6 iPads to trial their usage in schools and 
classrooms. The iPad sets come with a range of software and all the kit you need to charge, 

store and project your iPad onto the whiteboard. 

Project Expectations

• Participating schools must be in SLA 1

• At the end of the project we require a proforma to be completed

• Participating schools are asked to find 3 ‘Apps’ and comment on them
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Investigating iPads - have a go...

• Beebot

• Sock puppets

• Hungry Fish

• 100 square

• Zoom
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Put away your prejudices !
Do what you do best...
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